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Above: Example of a roadside bore. Photo: Mallee
CMA.
Right: Equipment used for monitoring. Photo: Mallee
CMA.
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Monitoring groundwater
bores in the Mallee

salinity management options. Monitoring
is conducted to better inform ongoing
management strategies of irrigation,
dryland and floodplain areas throughout
the Mallee.
Monitoring is conducted on an annual
basis to monitor the water and salinity
levels of groundwater aquifers in the
region, to obtain data that will inform
the Mallee CMA on the success of
intervention works and program activities,
and to assist with program planning in the
future.
Monitoring is being undertaken to
provide an update on groundwater levels
and salinity across the region and the
condition of bores monitored to determine
their suitability for inclusion into a regional
groundwater monitoring network.
Implementation
The Mallee Groundwater Monitoring
Network will be used as the basis for
which the monitoring will be undertaken.
A tender process is conducted each year
to find a suitable contractor to conduct the
monitoring run.
This project is a continuation of previous

Above: A bore that has been opened for monitoring. Photo: Mallee CMA.

accordance with the State Observation

Each bore is located using GPS

Bore Network (SOBN) groundwater bore

coordinates. All bores within the

monitoring guidelines.

monitoring network are located in
roadside reserves, or are near to bush

Groundwater bore data collected includes

tracks. A condition assessment is also

water levels, salinity (expressed as

made of selected bores. Photos of

electrical conductivity) and temperature.

each bore are taken at 100m, 10m and
1m. Details on whether a bore is dry,

Groundwater depth is recorded by

inaccessible or unable to be found are also

measuring the Standing Water Level

recorded.

(SWL) which is a measure of the depth of
the groundwater from the ground surface.
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