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Bridal creeper

Above and left: Bridal creeper infestations in the
Mallee. Photo: Murrayville Landcare Group.
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(Asparagus asparagoides)

especially bridal bouquets, due to its
dainty white flowers and heart-shaped
green leaves.
Within 50 years of introduction, Bridal
creeper was a common weed in many
areas of southern Australia.

Description
Bridal creeper is a climbing vine with
sharp pointed, shiny green leaves.
The twisting stems grow up to 3m in
length.
A mass of small, white flowers appear
in the winter, followed by small green
berries in the spring. These berries
ripen to red and contain two or three
seeds. There can be more than 1000
berries per square metre.
The plant typically loses its leaves in
the summer months, but its extensive
root system of tubers and rhizomes
allows the plant to survive and reshoot
with autumn rains. This underground
mat of tubers and rhizomes actually
makes up 90% of the plant’s biomass.

Dispersal
Seed is primarily dispersed by birds
feeding on the berries and later
excreting the seeds at a new location.
Rabbits and foxes can also eat the fruit
and disperse the seeds.
Seeds remain viable for up to two
years. Germination occurs in autumn
and winter, in leaf litter and soil depths
of up to 10cm.

Control options
Biological control

Above: Bridal creeper infestation. Photo: Murrayville Landcare Group.
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Further information
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For more information on Bridal
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Chemical treatment

Management Authority on 5051 4377.

Herbicides are the most effective method
of control. However, because bridal
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