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Above: Fruit of the African boxthorn.
Photo: Mark Imhof, DPI.
Left: Mallee Environmental Employment Program
(MEEP) crews tackle the removal of an African boxthorn
plant. Photo: Mallee CMA.
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Weed of National Significance:
African boxthorn (Lycium feroissimum)

denying animals access to water, and can
seriously reduce a property’s
stock-carrying capacity. The weed provides
a breeding place for several pest insects
including fruit fly.
The sharp thorns of the plant have been
known to damage the eyes of grazing
animals, as well as inflict painful injuries
to humans. The red berries are toxic to
humans and animals.
Description
African boxthorn is a perennial, woody
shrub growing to 3-5 m high. Its branches
are spiny, intricate and rigid. The slightly
fleshy leaves are oval in shape, 7-25 mm
long and clustered towards the tips of the
branches.

Above: Mechanical removal of an African boxthorn plant. Care needs to be taken not to damage surrounding native
vegetation. Photo: Mallee CMA.
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What you can do to help

purple centres. There are five stamens

1904 was proclaimed noxious in parts of
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which protrude from the white throat of
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The single, fragrant, tubular flowers are

the flower. Flowers can be found at most
times of the year, dependent on location.

Control options
Chemical removal

The fruits are bright red berries that hang

There are a variety of herbicides available

from the slender stalks. They contain toxic

for use on African boxthorn when plants

alkaloids and should not be eaten.

are actively growing. However, during

Dispersal
African boxthorn reproduces exclusively
by seed. The seed is eaten by birds and
becomes viable when excreted. African
boxthorn is therefore often found where
birds have perched, such as below trees,
poles and powerlines.
It can also be spread from contaminated

the dormant phase (after the leaves
have dropped), African boxthorn can only
be controlled by cutting the plant off at

spread of weeds on their property by:
• Maintaining vehicle hygiene to reduce
spread of weeds by machinery and
equipment;
• Minimising ground disturbance;
• Monitoring their property to detect new
weeds early and eradicate them before
they become established.
Further information
For more information regarding the African

the base and painting the stump with

boxthorn, contact the Mallee Catchment

herbicide.

Management Authority (CMA) on
(03) 5051 4377.

Mechanical removal
Mechanical removal and stacking of plants
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