
Sustainable Diversion Limits (SDL) adjustment projects 

Mallee Overview 

In 2014, the Victorian Government 

secured $14.3 million from the 

Commonwealth to develop 

business cases for nine 

environmental works projects in 

northern Victoria. Environmental 

works such as pumps, regulators 

and pipes help connect the river to 

its floodplain with less water and 

are vital to make the best use of 

water recovered for the 

environment.  

In June 2017, the Murray-Darling 

Basin Ministerial Council endorsed 

the final package of Sustainable 

Diversion Limit Adjustment 

Mechanism projects, including 

seven in the Mallee. This is an 

important step forward - enabling 

the delivery of environmental 

outcomes under the Basin Plan 

without the need to recover water 

from consumptive users.  

At a glance 

¶ Seven SDL projects across the Mallee 

region 

¶ Lindsay Island, Wallpolla Island, 

Hattah Lakes North, Belsar-Yungera, 

Burra, Nyah and Vinifera 

To secure environmental outcomes 

Funding for implementation of the 

package of projects is still being 

finalised with the Commonwealth. 

The seven SDL projects proposed 

for the Mallee have been designed 

to use water for the environment 

more efficiently, leaving more 

water in the system for industry 

and communities to use. 

In the Mallee 

Across all seven sites, 

infrastructure, including regulators, 

levees and pipelines, has been 

designed to meet the water 

requirements of the floodplains 

and wetlands, with a focus on 

flexibility. The works will capitalise 

on natural flow paths to increase 

the extent, frequency and duration 

of inundation, mimicking a broad 

range of conditions. The Mallee 

has a unique, semi-arid 

environment, distinguished by 

significant rivers and wetlands.  

The projects, which are situated 

within socially, culturally and 

environmentally important areas of 

the region, from Lindsay Island to 

Vinifera, will deliver the best 

environmental outcomes, to 

support native plants and animals 

while securing natural spaces that 
will be here for future generations 

to enjoy.  
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